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EVERYTHING THAT WE HAVE DONE IN THE SKYLAB PROGRAM OS,& 

HAS BEEN NECESSARY FOR FUTURE PROGRESS IN SPACE AND THE 

SKYLAB EXPERIENCE HAS CONFIRMED THAT WE ARE REALLY ON THE 

RIGHT TRACK I N  PROCEEDING TO DEVELOP THE SPACE SHUTTLE 

A N D  ITS SPACELAB MANNED MODULE FOR USE IN THE 1980s AND 

1990s. 
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SKYLAB, IN ALL ITS ASPECTS, HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT 

THIS  NATION I S  CAPABLE OF CONDUCTING BROADER AND MORE 

USEFUL BENEFICIAL ACTIV IT IES IN SPACE THAT DIRECTLY RELATE 

TO OUR OWN PLANET EARTH. I T  HAS SERVED US WELL AS A TRUE 

ORBIT ING RESEARCH F A C I L I T Y  ENABLING OUR ASTRONAUTS TO 

CARRY OUT A W I  DE SPECTRUM OF SCIENTIFIC,  ENGINEERING 

AND B IOMEDICAL STUDIES. 
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TO APPRECIATE THE BROAD C A P A B I L I T I E S  OF SKYLAB WE 

SHOULD TAKE NOTE OF PRES I DENT N IXON'S LANDMARK S PEECH ON 

SPACE EXPLORATION W H I C H  HE MADE ON M A R C H  7, 1970. I N  

THAT SPEECH, THE PRES I DENT STATED THAT THREE PURPOSES 

I 

c" 



SHOULD GUIDE OUR SPACE PROGRAM: EXPLORATIONJ SCIENTI -  

F I C  KNOWLEDGE A N D  PRACTICAL APPLICATION. SKYLAB AND 

THE SKYLAB MEN HAVE ACCOMPLISHED SIMULTANEOUSLY ALL 

OF THESE PURPOSES. 

I T  WAS ALSO SA1 D THAT WE M U S T  SEE OUR SPACE EFFORT 

NOT ONLY AS A N  ADVENTURE OF TODAY, BUT ALSO AS A N  

INVESTMENT IN TOMORROW, AND THAT SPACE ACTIV IT IES W I L L  

BE A PART OF OUR LIVES FOR THE REST OF TIME. 

SKYLAB HAS SHOWN THE WAY. IN A VERY REAL SENSE, 

SKYLAB CAN BE CONSIDERED A TURNING POINT--FOR WHILE I T  

WAS STILL BASICALLY A N  EXPERIMENTAL SPACE STATION, I T  

NEVERTHELESS POSSESSED M A N Y  QUALITIES AND INGREDIENTS 

THAT W I LL CHARACTER I ZE 0 PERATl ONAL M I S S I ONS OF THE 

FUTURE. I T  HAS MOVED THE SPACE PROGRAM FROM THE REALM 

OF THE SPECTACULAR INTO A NEW PHASE THAT C A N  BE 

CHARACTERIZED POSSIBLY AS ALMOST BUSINESSLIKE,  I F  NOT 

YET QUITE ROUTINE. 
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THE INVESTMENT IN  SKYLAB HAS CONTRIBUTED TO A N  

ORDERLY TRANS I T I O N  FROM THE APOLLO ERA OF THE 1960s TO 

THE SHUTTLElSPACELAB ERA OF THE 1980s AND HAS CONTINUED 

U.S. LEADERSHIP IN  MANNED SPACE FLIGHT. WE HAVE CLEARLY 
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DEMONSTRATED THAT MEN C A N  PERFORM VALUABLE SERVICES 

IN EARTH O R B I T  AS OBSERVERS, SCIENTISTS, ENGINEERS AND 0. 
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REPAIRMEN. SKYLAB HAS GIVEN U S  A WEALTH OF NEW INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE DYNAMIC PROCESSES OF THE SUN, PROW DED NEW 

EVI  DENCE OF THE VALUE OF EARTH OBSERVATIONS FROM SPACE, 

HELPED DEFl NE THE FEAS I B I LI TY OF M A K I N G  NEW PRODUCTS IN  c1 

ZERO GRAVITY, AND HAS STIMULATED INTEREST IN INTERNATIONAL 7 

COOPERATION I N  SPACE. THESE RETURNS FROM OUR SKYLAB 

INVESTMENT ALREADY ARE IMPRESS WE, BUT, I SHOULD POINT 

OUT, THE RETURNS ARE NOT ALL IN. WE W I LL BE HEAR I NG M U C H  
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MORE IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. INDEED, WE W i L L  BE L I V I N G  WITH 

M SKYLAB S-LWXS OR A LONG, LONG TIME. Ac n'FvYe )4 cc 


